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Introduction

1. Standards of Criticism

2. The English in English Surrealism

3. Popular Poetry and Mass-Observation
4. The Politics of Reception

Conclusion: Periodical Formations,
Anthologies, and Canons

UK, Europe, & ROW (excl. Australia & Canada):

Modernism, Periodicals, and Cultural Poetics

Matthew Chambers
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"Authoritative, thorough, and scrupulous, this book pleads for cultural diversity while clearly
demonstrating the social, political, and aesthetic dangers inherent in programmatic
definition. This is a rewarding book, and necessary."

- Peter Quartermain, Professor Emeritus of English, The University of British Columbia,
Canada, and author of Stubborn Poetries: Poetic Facticity and the Avant-Garde

"Chambers carefully cuts back the myths which have grown dense over landmarks

in twentieth century English poetry. Through a nuanced reading of the 'little magazines' and
anthologies that launched, affirmed, discussed, and refuted the poetry of these groupings,
Chambers not only adds to our understanding of English literary culture but also
demonstrates how important it is to understand literary culture as a culture of the little
magazine."

- Richard Price, author of British Poetry Magazines 1914-2000: A History and
Bibliography of "Little Magazines"

"Timely and incisive, wide-ranging but strategically focused, this book is an important
intervention in the field of modernist periodical studies. Its rich expositions of the 'periodical
formations' generated in late modernist Britain expose the intricate interconnections
between multiple spheres of cultural production, and the vexed position of poetry in
debates about national identity in the interwar period. This is a compelling revisionist
account of modernist print culture - and one executed with considerable flair."

- Eric White, Senior Lecturer of American Literature, Oxford Brookes University, UK

"After Modernism, Periodicals, and Cultural Poetics, it will be much harder to ignore the
mid-century in histories of British poetry."

- Keith Tuma, Professor of English, Miami University, USA and author of Fishing by
Obstinate Isles: Modern and Postmodern British Poetry and American Readers

About the book

Modernism, Periodicals, and Cultural Poetics addresses how late modernist poetry in Britain
tended toward a culturalist expression and importantly how this occurred within the pages
of literary periodicals. 'Periodical formations' describe networks of exchange within and
between different literary periodicals that condition the types of poetry published and the
kinds of poetic discourse that come to predominate. A re-emphasis on periodical production
following the publication of Eliot's 7he Waste Land and culminating with the pre-Movement
magazines of the 1940's illustrates a complex and diverse series of debates and negotiations
about not only the tradition of English poetry and its role in contemporaneous form, but
also how poetry of the period related to the avant-garde trends prominent on the European
continent and in America. By focusing on periodical formations, the development of what
are now accepted understandings of the period can be better addressed, and certain lasting
assumptions can be demythologized.
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